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Lord Roberts' program is chiefly instructive as 
exhibiting the absurd and insane lengths to which 
militarism everywhere tends to run. Put a man at 
the head of an army or navy department and nine 
times out of ten he begins to conjure up " emergen- 
cies," to fancy " enemies " where none exist, to bewail 
the smallness and inefficiency of the instrument 
entrusted to him, to fear for the national " honor," 
and in general to act as if the nation and its people 
existed primarily for the promotion of the art of 
fighting and that of hunting for something to fight. 
All other militarists, in the United States as else- 
where (see an article in the February North American 
Review, by F. L. Huidekoper), are of course afflicted 
with the same mania. This is what is the matter 
with Lord Roberts and the British National Service 
League. Soberly, one would have to travel far to 
find any signs of the " emergencies " for which the 
nation is asked by them to charge itself with keep- 
ing in readiness a million men. When was Britain 
invaded? When did the hordes of a hostile folk 
swarm round her coasts ? Has civilization advanced 
none from the barbaric days of the fifth century? 
What nation of the Continent is so bereft of sense as 
to be planning a "landing" on English shores? 
Even if the British fleet were totally out of the way, 
there is not a European adventurer of any type who 
would undertake at the present time so reckless a 
feat; much less the responsible leaders of Continental 
governments. 

The program is instructive in another way. Great 
Britain has long attempted to keep her navy equal 
to that of any two other powers. She is now reap- 
ing the fruits of this policy in more than one way. 
The army men do not like the partiality ; they are 
jealous ; they propose to move heaven and earth to 
have the army keep pace ; they will accept nothing 
less than a " two-power army " ; and though their 
chance of getting it is very remote, they will do a 
deal of mischief in their constant agitation. The 
only means by which the nation can save itself from 
this mischief will be to cut down the navy, and the 
sooner she gets at it the better. 

There is another element, which is usually kept as 
far out of sight as possible. Lord Roberts and his 
followers would not let the thought escape them that 
they are moved by a desire to imitate in England 
the great and highly developed military establish- 
ments of the Continent. But that is no small 
element in the aggregate of their motives. This 
influence from the Continent has exercised great 
power over English military men for a long time, 
leading many of them openly to advocate conscrip- 
tion, and it will never cease to operate until general 
limitation and reduction of armaments actually be- 
gins. The alliance of Great Britain with Japan is 
also probably operating with no little force upon the 
English militarists, who without doubt have been 



much shocked at the recent advice given England by 
a Japanese official to put the English Army into a 
state of greater efficiency, in order to meet the pos- 
sible demands of the alliance. It is a queer situation 
for Great Britain to find herself by her own action 
in a position where she is logically under obligation 
to go to school in the art of fighting to the new 
power so recently arisen in the East. How this must 
chafe and vex the men of the National Service 
League ! And what herculean efforts may it not be 
expected to lead them to put forth in order to save 
their country from the dishonor of the thing ! 

The ill-starred movement of Lord Roberts, which, 
whether successful now or not, bodes no good either 
to Great Britain or the rest of the world, constitutes 
an immediate and pressing reason why the new 
government, following the suggestion of Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman in his campaign speech, should 
at once take up the question of the limitation of the 
armaments of the world, and put England " at the 
head of a league of peace, through whose instru- 
mentality this great work could be effected." That 
is where England belongs, and not at the head of a 
movement to rebarbarize the world by putting a man- 
killing rifle into the hands of every school boy and 
teaching all the young men to " shoot straight " — 
at the bosoms of their fellowmen. Will Sir Henry 
do the thing which he has dared to describe as 
the noblest role which could be conceived for his 
country ? With the unheard-of majority behind him 
in Parliament, and the sympathies of the civilized 
world with him, he will have no possible excuse to 
offer if he does not do it. 



Editorial Notes. 

The interest and indignation awakened 

t^theConT amon g the P eo P le of tnis country by the 
reports of the monstrous cruelties to the 
natives in the Congo State, under the administration of 
King Leopold of Belgium, have grown to be very deep and 
widespread, and strong pressure has been brought upon 
our government to induce it to unite with Great Britain 
in securing an international conference to deal with the 
subject. The ground of this pressure has been that our 
government was in part responsible for the setting up of 
the Congo State and placing it in the hands of King 
Leopold, and that it therefore shares the responsibility 
for the injustices inflicted upon the natives. This view 
of the case the State Department does not seem to hold, 
but declares that it is a question to be dealt with by the 
European powers. In a letter to Representative Denby 
of Michigan, Secretary Root says : 

" We are parties to a general act for the suppression 
of the slave trade and the regulation of the firearms and 
liquor traffic in Central Africa, but that act relegates 
and confines all power and functions to those ends to 
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the several powers having possessions or spheres of in- 
fluence in Africa. The United States has neither. Our 
only potential function is in relation to the search and 
capture of slave vessels within certain waters of the 
African coast, and no occasion has arisen to exercise 
that function. We are without opportunity or power to 
investigate conditions in the Congo. We have no dip- 
lomatic or consular representatives in that country. 
Whenever complaint has been made by American inter- 
ests in the Congo that the administrative conditions 
there impair American rights or endanger American 
establishments, the matter has been brought promptly 
and forcibly before the Congo government, and has been 
met with due assurance of investigation and, if sub- 
stantiated, full redress. If the United States had hap- 
pened to possess in darkest Africa a territory five times 
as great and populous as the Philippines, we, too, might 
find good government difficult, and come in for our 
share of just or unjust criticism. No such responsibility 
falls upon us. That pertains to the powers who have 
assumed control and undertaken by mutual agreement 
to regulate its exercise." 



Work in 

Universities. 



The action taken at Mohonk Lake last 
spring with a view to securing the dis- 
cussion of the subject of arbitration in the 
colleges and universities of the country has not led to as 
large results as some of us had hoped. The committee 
seems to have been very slow in getting to work, and 
we have no information as to how widely they have ex- 
tended their efforts among the institutions of higher 
learning. Some of the institutions have, however, taken 
the matter up themselves and provided for the discussion 
of the subject before the student body. At Leland 
Stanford, Jr., University, California, such a discussion 
was given before the university assembly on February 21. 
The subject was " Arbitration in its Relation to War and 
Peace." The speakers were Professor William James 
of Harvard University and Dr. George Hodges, dean of 
the Episcopal Theological School, Cambridge, Mass. 
Professor James spoke on "The Psychology of the 
War Spirit " and Dean Hodges on the general aspects 
of the subject. In the promotion of the principles of 
arbitration and peace and the eradication of the false 
ideas about war which have so long prevailed, Leland 
Stanford, with David Starr Jordan at its head, is easily 
in the lead of the universities. 



A Franklin 
Peace Leaflet 



Our readers who took the time and 
trouble to look at the editorial in our last 
number on "Franklin's Views of War and 
Peace" will, many of them, probably wish to read and 
study in detail the numerous passages in his writings, 
portions of which we cited as giving the substance of his 
thought and feeling on the subject. To such we recom- 
mend a leaflet just published by the Directors of the Old 
South Work, Old South Meeting-House, Boston, Mass. 



The leaflet is entitled " On War and Peace," and was 
compiled from Franklin's works by Edwin D. Mead 
with great care and labor. It covers nineteen pages, 
and is, so far as we know, the first exhaustive collection 
of Franklin's opinions on war and peace that has yet 
been made. There are thirty-six of the passages which 
Mr. Mead has brought together, and it will be well worth 
any one's while to read every one of them, for they cover 
a wide range of thought on practically every phase of 
the subject. The leaflet may be had at five cents per 
copy by addressing the Directors of the Old South Work 
as above. It ought to be in the hands of every peace 
worker. 



Letter from ^ ne following letter (published in the 

chancellor Friend, of London) from the German Im- 

von Baelow. perial CnanceUor> p r i nce von Bttlow, to 

Francis William Fox, secretary of the British Apglo- 
German Conciliation Committee, who recently visited 
Berlin in the interests of the Committee's work, will be 
read with gratification here as well as in England : 

" Dear Mr. Fox : I regret sincerely that my health 
has not permitted me to see you and personally to confer 
with you about the work of the Anglo-German Friend- 
ship Committee. That the object of this Association has 
my full sympathy you are already aware, and I make, 
with pleasure, use of the opportunity afforded by your 
kind visit to Berlin to repeat that the German govern- 
ment welcomes with heartiest satisfaction and will help 
forward all efforts tending to promote better feelings 
between our countries. In doing this it only confirms 
the conviction which I have already stated, and that not 
recently only. I may remind you of my speech in the 
Reichstag, December 5, 1904, which I then stated was 
the line of the Imperial Policy. I said in that speech : 
' I hope the destinies of the two countries will always be 
decided by the cool heads who know that Germany and 
England, not only in the immediate present, but for all 
future time, as far as human eyes can see, will be best 
served by maintaining the present peaceful relations.' 
Since then my conviction has not changed, and the forma- 
tion of your Association has tended to confirm it. 

" Hoping that the Anglo-German Friendship Commit- 
tee will continue to prosper, I am, 

" Yours very truly, 

" (Signed) Buelow. 

"Berlin, 17th of January, 1906." 

We have not the least doubt that the German govern- 
ment cherishes, possibly even more strongly, the same 
convictions in regard to friendship with our country. 



The San Francisco Chronicle of Feb- 
President David ruarv 4 gives the following account of an 

Starr Jordan. jo b 

address delivered by Dr. David Starr 
Jordan on the previous day before the local Council of 
Women held in the California Club house : 
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" Dr. David Starr Jordan gave an unusually interest- 
ing address yesterday afternoon before the regular meet- 
ing of the local Council of Women held in the California 
Club house. The day was given over to a discussion of 
the great peace movement, and Dr. Jordan's consider- 
ation was from a biological standpoint. He said that 
commerce had made war silly, science had made it too 
dangerous and too costly, and that religion had made it 
wicked, albeit some of the most noted, historically con- 
sidered, of the wars had been in the name of religion. 
These main thoughts were developed quaintly and en- 
tertainingly. Referring to a recent investigation con- 
ducted in France as to why people were as a race two 
inches shorter than formerly, Dr. Jordan said that 
the mounds of skulls near all the famous battlefields tell 
the story. The strongest, the best young men of the 
nation were sent to the war, and the generations that 
have come since then are for the most part the descend- 
ants of the men who were too weak to fight, or, as Dr. 
Jordan put it, the ' odds and ends left at home.' Going 
back to the Roman and the Grecian days of greatness 
and decline, Dr. Jordan said that it was not the fact that 
the people became too luxurious and too extravagant 
that they fell, but simply because the best men of the 
nation were killed in war and the weaklings became the 
fathers. Incidentally Dr. Jordan called the attention of 
the women to a statement made some time ago (by 
Charles Sumner) that the battleship Ohio, which would 
last but a few years, cost more than Harvard University, 
which meant so much to the well-being of generations 
and the country at large. All the arguments advanced 
by Dr. Jordan about war, considered from a biological 
standpoint, showed that the nation which fought much 
and long must decline." 



rated, and in the present revolutionized state of British 
public opinion it is certain to have a most successful 
and influential career. 



O. H. Perris. 



All the friends of peace, in whatever 
country, will be deeply gratified to learn 
that Mr. G. H. Perris, Secretary of the Cobden Club, 
who has for a number of years been the editor of Con- 
cord, the monthly organ of the International Arbitra- 
tion and Peace Association, has been appointed " foreign 
editor" of the new London daily, The Tribune. Mr. 
Perris is a journalist of exceptional ability and large 
experience, and one of the all too-limited class of men 
to whom journalism is not an end but a means for the 
advancement of human interests. He is one of the most 
advanced, thorough-going, and, at the same time, level- 
headed of the British peace workers, and in the field to 
which he has been chosen by this new liberal journal he 
is certain to render a service of the highest value to the 
cause of international good understanding and concord. 
The Tribune has been started with the express purpose 
of furnishing a great daily paper capable of dealing 
adequately in a practical way, and yet in the spirit of 
the highest and best idealism, with the many urgent 
problems of both national and international life, which 
have as yet had no just treatment in the daily press. 
The paper is backed by a fund of at least two and a half 
millions of dollars, has been most successfully inaugu- 



The Imperial Chinese Commission sent 

The Chinese t th j d th countr ; es to 8 t u dy the 

Commission. _ ... 

political, educational and industrial insti- 
tutions has now nearly finished its tour in the United 
States. On the last day of February some of the Com- 
missioners were at Port Townsend, Wash., where formal 
greetings were extended to them by a committee consist- 
ing of a dozen prominent Americans and nearly as many 
Chinese. The Commission has everywhere met with 
the most cordial reception, and every facility has been 
extended to it in all parts of the land for fulfilling the 
mission for which it came. The two leading members 
of the Commission, Tuan Fang and Tai Hungtse, are 
men of high position and large influence. The former 
has been viceroy of Fukien and Chekiang, two provinces 
of southeastern China, containing fifty-five millions of 
people. He was acting-governor of Shansi during the 
Boxer uprising, and gave effectual protection to all for- 
eigners under his jurisdiction. Tai Hungtse was for 
years vice-president of the Board of Revenue at Canton, 
and has conducted the civil service examinations in the 
different provinces. The sending of this Commission of 
progressive men abroad is proof of a new spirit and pur- 
pose in the Chinese government, and important changes 
in the conduct of the empire, its politics, industries, edu- 
cation, etc., may be expected to follow its report. Its 
recommendations, which will be awaited with great in- 
terest by the entire civilized world, will be certain to 
have large influence on the future of China and her 
relations to the rest of the world. The " East is East 
and the West is West," but, after all, they both constitute 
one world, and they must ultimately come to live together 
in harmony and cooperation without walls or closed doors 
between them. 



The Conference at Algeciras, though 
The Aigeciras having disposed of several of the minor 

Conference. o r 

subjects on its program, has been for about 
two weeks at a deadlock over the question of the form 
of police control of Morocco and that of the reform of 
the currency and the organization of a government bank. 
All the propositions submitted in regard to these subjects 
have so far been rejected by France on the one side or 
Germany on the other. The deadlock has given rise to 
some rumors of final disagreement, the breaking up of 
the Conference, and possible war between France and 
Germany. As we go to press the dispatches indicate 
that neither government has said its final word, that 
both may yet yield something, and that a satisfactory 
agreement of some sort will be reached. We do not 
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believe that either government, however desirous of carry- 
ing its own points in the Conference, has allowed itself 
to think of war as a possibility. Such a war to-day, in 
the very heart of the civilized world, would be an infin- 
ite calamity, beside which the great conflict far away in 
Manchuria, frightful as it was, would pale into insignifi- 
cance. Both the governments know this, and they will 
find some pacific way out of the difficulty, because they 
must. And the other twelve powers represented at 
Algeciras will throw the whole weight of their influence 
for a pacific adjustment. 



The ship subsidy bill which has been 
Disguised passed by the Senate is bad from another 

Conscription. . 

point of view besides that for which it 
has generally been criticised as favoring the few at 
the expense of the many. It contains a clause allowing 
five dollars per ton to the ship owner who employs a cer- 
tain proportion of men who will bind themselves by con- 
tract to serve in the navy if called upon. They are to 
be drilled in marine tactics, and are to be paid a small 
amount by the government. The purpose of this clause 
is to get men to serve on the battleships. Ordinary 
enlistment fails to secure enough recruits, men being 
loath to bind themselves directly to the slavish and 
intolerable life of a sailor on what have been not un- 
aptly called "floating coffins" of steel. If this meas- 
ure should become law, it would result, through the 
temptation laid before the ship owners, in making a 
large number of our merchant vessels recruiting places 
for the navy. It is, as the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
says, unworthy of the dignity of a great government to 
get men for the battleships in this indirect way. The 
ships of commerce, which are among the greatest instru- 
ments of peace and world-friendship, ought to be kept 
absolutely free from all taint of militarism, and if the 
government is in a business which is so repulsive that it 
cannot get men by ordinary methods to carry it] on, 
then it ought immediately to set about seeing how it 
may get out of the business. 

A Social and Tea was given by the President and 
Directors of the American Peace Society in the rooms 
of the Twentieth Century Club, 3 Joy Street, to the 
Members of the Society and their friends in and around 
Boston, on Tuesday afternoon, February 27, from four to 
six o'clock. Over one hundred and sixty persons ac- 
cepted the invitation, of whom about one hundred and 
fifty were present. After an hour and more spent in 
social intercourse " over the teacups," brief remarks were 
made by the President, Hon. Robert Treat Paine, by 
Mrs. Edwin D. Mead, Mr. Mead, Rabbi Charles Fleischer, 
Rev. Edward Cummings, and by the Secretary, Ben- 



jamin F. Trueblood. Among those present were Mrs. 
James B. Miles, widow of Dr. Miles, a former secretary 
of the American Peace Society, who founded the Inter- 
national Law Association in 1872-73; Mrs. William C. 
Chapin, granddaughter of William Watson, who first 
published the Advocate of Peace at Hartford, Conn., in 
1834; and Mrs. Abbie Ballou Hey wood, daughter of 
Adin Ballou, the distinguished New England preacher 
and reformer of half a century ago. The occasion was 
greatly enjoyed by all present. 



Brevities. 

. . . The Australian Herald, Melbourne, Australia, whose 
editor is Dr. Charles Strong, is throwing the weight of 
its influence constantly and powerfully in favor of the 
movement for international friendship and peace, and 
towards the counteracting in Australia of the evil in- 
fluences of the late South African war. 

. . . The General Peace League of the Netherlands, 
entitled " Vrede door Hecht," has taken the first steps 
toward the holding of a great international peace fete at 
The Hague, probably next year at the time of the laying 
of the corner-stone of the Peace Palace, for which Mr. 
Carnegie has furnished the funds. All the peace so- 
cieties will be asked to send representatives, and also to 
make a contribution toward the expenses of the feite, 
which will necessarily be considerable. 

. . . The Kansas State Peace Society held its third 
annual meeting at the Friends' University, Wichita, on 
the 21st of February. The program included a discus- 
sion of the question of "Disarmament and the Means of 
Attaining It" and that of a "World Congress." We 
have not received details of the proceedings. 

... On February 20, General Oliver, acting Secretary 
of War, authorized the issue of the Krag-Jorgensen rifles 
to institutions of learning where military science and 
tactics are taught, to replace the 24,000 Springfield cadet 
rifles with which they are now equipped. Think of put- 
ting into the hands of school boys these rifles that will 
drive a ball through three feet of solid wood ! 

. . . The Herald of Peace, speaking of the English 
election, says : " The results of the election are simply 
overwhelming, and from our standpoint most satisfac- 
tory. Up to the present 664 constituencies have been 
polled, and the ministerial majority is 360. Ordinarily 
this might not concern us so much ; but the defeated 
government was identified with the cause we are pledged 
to oppose, and for that reason alone, if there was no 
other consideration, we are bound to be gratified. It is 
to be hoped that the Party of Peace, Retrenchment and 
Reform will use this huge majority wisely and well." 

... At a recent congress of schoolmasters and mis- 
tresses in Milan, Italy, those present pledged themselves 
to do all in their power to form the consciences of their 
pupils in relation to the subject of peace and inter- 
national good-will, to the end that the triumph of the 
principles of peace might no longer be the dream of a 
few, but the fervent desire of all. 



